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Grant international status to Madurai airport: CII
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Madurai

A delegation from the Confed-
eration of  Indian Industry (CII) 
and Pudhu Madurai Taskforce 
met Union Civil Aviation Min-
ister Ram Mohan Naidu to 

push for enhanced air connec-
tivity and infrastructure up-
grades at Madurai airport.

During the meeting, the del-
egation presented three major 
proposals: granting an official 
international airport status to 
Madurai, strengthening domes-

tic air connectivity, and upgrad-
ing the infrastructure to handle 
wide-body aircraft.

They added that these meas-
ures would expand opportuni-
ties in trade, tourism, and re-
gional development in Madurai, 
as well as throughout the south-

ern region. Ashwin Desai, CII 
Madurai zone chairman, stated 
that improved connectivity 
would not only benefit Madurai 
but would also widen the south-
ern region, creating avenues 
for economic growth and global 
integration.

Remove 5% GST on packaged flour: Association
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Madurai

MEMBERS of  the Madurai District Flour 
Manufacturers Association have urged 
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman and the GST Council to withdraw 
the five per cent GST levied on pre-pack-
aged and labelled flour products produced 
by Micro, Small, and Medium Enterpris-
es (MSMEs).

In a memorandum submitted by the as-
sociation they highlighted that flour 
products such as gram flour, rice flour, 
wheat flour, ragi flour, bajji flour, mu-
rukku flour, idiyappam flour, kozhukattai 
flour and multi-grain flour are essential 
commodities for lower and middle class 
families and exempting these products 
from GST would help reduce the financial 
burden on consumers as well as promote 
affordable access to nutritious staple 

foods. However, currently unpackaged 
and unlabelled flours are exempted from 
GST, while packaged and branded ones 
attract five per cent tax.

The association added that this creates 
a price imbalance, discouraging MSME 
units from competing fairly in the mar-
ket. Hence, removing tax will not only 
make packaged products affordable but 
also ensure quality, safety, and longer 
shelf  life for consumers.

C Deivarajan, president of  the associa-
tion, pointed out that flours are the back-
bone of  Indian cuisine, and they play a 
vital role in our daily diet. So, exempting 
packaged flour would boost consumption, 
stimulate domestic demand for fast-mov-
ing consumer goods (FMCG), and support 
thousands of  workers employed in MS-
MEs, which are key contributors to rural 
employment and economic growth.
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30 lakh may lose jobs  
in TN due to US tariff
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE state government had earlier said that about 30 
lakh people may lose jobs because of  the increase in 
import tariff.  Highlighting that Tamil Nadu accounted 
for 28% of  the country’s textile exports, the release said 
Tiruppur, which has led the industry for decades, alone 
contributed to roughly `40,000 crore of  foreign ex-
change earnings last year. Women would be worst af-
fected since 65% of  the workforce in Tiruppur are wom-
en, who work in both textiles and related industries, the 
release said. Recalling the letter he wrote to the PM, 
Stalin, in his latest appeal, thanked the union govern-
ment for the suspension of  11% of  customs duty on 
cotton till December 31. However, this is only a tempo-
rary relief, which cannot be of  help until either the new 
US tariff  gets revoked or other measures are taken to 
offset the losses due to these tariffs, he said. 

Stalin assured TN’s cooperation to work together and 
said the state industries have shown resilience during 
GST and Covid-19 disruptions.  (Read full story on www.
newindianexpress.com)

In 7 months, GRH generates 
45 tonnes of biomedical waste

JANUARY-JULY

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Madurai

THE Government Rajaji Hospi-
tal (GRH), Madurai, generated 
a total of  45.36 tonnes of  bio-
medical waste in the past seven 
months (January-July 2025).

According to official records, 
the hospital generated 7.01 
tonnes of  waste in January, 6.05 
tonnes in February, 7.196 
tonnes in March, 6.40 
tonnes in April, 6.21 
tonnes in May, 5.96 
tonnes in June and 6.49 
tonnes in July.

Dr S Saravanan, resi-
dent  medical  of ficer 
(RMO), told TNIE, “We are 
aware of  the potential dangers 
of  untreated biomedical waste. 
So, we created a large room 
near the mortuary to store this 
waste. Besides, this waste is 
properly kept away from do-
mestic waste and can typically 
be stored only for a maximum 
of  48 hours. However, the stor-
age period may vary by the 

rules and the kind of  waste 
they are. So, storage locations 
are safe.”

Explaining the forms of  
waste storage, a GRH staff  
member said that colours are 
used to define the kind of  waste 
that is collected.  

A staff  nurse said, “Though 
the waste collection is handled 
by the housekeeping staff  hired 

by an outsourced agency, we 
monitor the entire proc-
ess. Since proper segre-
gation is very crucial, 
waste is placed in colour-
coded bags. While yellow 

colour bags are used to 
collect wastes like placenta, 

blood-stained clothes, discarded 
human tissues, red coloured bags 
are used for plastic waste such as 
urinal bags, intravenous fluid 
(IV) sets and syringes. Sharp ob-
jects such as injections are col-
lected in blue bags.”

Plastic waste generated by 
the hospital comes to around 
2,000 kg every month, the nurse 
added.  

Cop books cracker unit 
owner after fatal blast
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Thoothukudi

ETTAYAPURAM police booked the owner of  a fire-
cracker manufacturing unit at Karuppur village, where 
a blast on Friday claimed the life of  the unit manager, 
under three sections of  the BNS and the Explosives Act. 
The explosion, which occured on Friday afternoon, re-
duced the unit to rubble and left V Kandasamy, the man-
ager, charred to death. Forensic experts inspected the 
premises on Saturday to ascertain the cause of  the ac-
cident, while the public works department began an 
assessment of  the damages. 

According to police, the blaze is suspected to have 
started from nearby thorny bushes and, fuelled by 
gusty winds, quickly spread to one of  the buildings of  
the unit. Alert staff  raised an alarm, enabling several 
workers to escape. 

Investigators confirmed that the unit held a valid li-
cence until 2029. However, the owner, Kannabiran (50), 
has been booked under Section 288 (negligent conduct 
with respect to explosive substances) and Section 106(1) 
(causing death by negligence) of  the BNS Act, along 
with Section 9(D)(1)(b) of  the Explosives Act. Police 
added that he has not been arrested so far and further 
investigation is underway.

Flours play vital 
role in daily diet
Flours are the 
backbone of Indian 
cuisine, and they play 
a vital role in our 
daily diet. So, 
exempting packaged 
flour would boost 
consumption

IOB launches Financial Inclusion camp
THENI: Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) Dindigul organised a 
Financial Inclusion (FI) scheme saturation camp at 
Thirumalapuram gram panchayat in Theni. According to a 
release, M Rajkumar, GM-RBI Chennai, presided over. 
Karthikeyan, LDM, Theni district, and P Chandra Kumar, 
SRM- IOB (Dindigul), were present. The participants were 
sensitised to the ongoing campaigns to popularise schemes 
such as JDY, PMSBY, PMJJBY, APY, and ReKYC. Beneficiaries 
of Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana were handed over cheques 
valuing to `2,00,000 at the event. ENS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ T’Puram

IN what could initiate fresh de-
bate over mitigating the hu-
man-wildlife conflict, Law Min-
ister P Rajeev said the state 
government, acting on legal ad-
vice, is considering to intro-
duce an amendment to the 
Wildlife Protection Act 1972 to 
empower the chief  wildlife 
warden to authorise any per-
son to kill or capture a wild ani-
mal that causes serious injury 
to human beings or poses threat 
to a public place.

The minister announced the 
decision at a two-day regional 
conference on ‘Human-Wildlife 
Conflict and Co-Existence: Le-
gal and Policy Perspectives’ or-
ganised by the National Legal 
Services Authority (NALSA) 
and the Kerala State Legal Serv-
ices Authority (KeLSA) in Thiru-
vananthapuram on Saturday. 

Addressing the conference, 
which is being attended by Su-
preme Court and High Court 
judges and leading legal lumi-
naries, Rajeeve said the cur-
rent legislative framework was 
inadequate to protect human 
lives during emergencies. “If  
an elephant or tiger strays into 
a populated area and at-
tacks people, waiting 
for clearance from top 
forest authorities is 
impractical. Marginal-
ised communities and 
small farmers are the 
worst affected,” he said. 
The minister also recalled that 
in February, the Kerala Assem-
bly had passed a resolution 
unanimously urging the Union 
Government to empower chief  
conservators of  forests to take 
emergency measures.

Stressing the need for a bal-
anced approach, the minister 
said, “A comprehensive policy 

must protect human life while 
also recognising the ecological 
value of  wildlife.”

Meanwhile, speaking to 
TNIE, legal experts stated that 
it would not be an easy task for 
the state government to bring 
in such an amendment to a cen-
tral legislation. Noted advocate 

Kaleeswaram Raj said 
only the Parliament can 
bring in an amendment. 
“Parliament can make 
such an amendment. 
Otherwise, the Centre 

also has the option of  is-
suing an ordinance,” he 

pointed out.
Former HC judge Justice Ke-

mal Pasha pointed out there’s 
another option available for the 
state. “The government can ta-
ble the proposal in the state as-
sembly and secure its passage. 
However, for it to take effect, 
the President’s assent is essen-
tial,” he explained.

Judges, Minister P Rajeev at the two-day conference on ‘Human-Wildlife Conflict and Co-Existence’ in Thiruvananthapuram | EXPRESS

Kerala may tweak law to allow 
civilians to kill wild animals

Aneesh, a Thiruvananthapuram native, 
has been sentenced to 55 years of RI and 
fined `40,000 for sexually abusing his 
minor stepdaughter and trafficking drugs

MAN GETS 
55-YR JAIL

‘IPC sections & PC Act 
omitted to protect DMK’
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THERE is precedence of  invok-
ing PCA in such cases. Investi-
gating an identical scam in Sa-
lem Corporation, the Salem 
detachment of  the Directorate 
of  Vigilance and Anti-Corrup-
tion in January 2024 had filed a 
case under the PC Act against 
N Murugesan, assistant reve-
nue officer, for intentionally 
under-assessing property taxes 
and other allegations and there-
by causing a loss of  `9.63 lakh 
to the state government.

Meanwhile, Arun Raj, who 
joined the Tamilaga Vettri Ka-
zhagam (TVK) in June after 
quitting the Indian Revenue 
Service, in a post on X on Satur-
day, highlighted the matter and 
alleged that Sections 120B, 420, 
471 of  the IPC and the PC Act 
were “cleverly omitted” so that 
the ED does not enter the pic-
ture. “This has not been done to 
protect lower-level employees; 
already many top leaders of  
DMK are under ED’s investiga-
tion and the move is to prevent 
another probe against them,” 
he said. Raj also urged CM MK 
Stalin and the Tamil Nadu DGP 
to invoke the sections and con-
duct a thorough probe to pun-
ish the real perpetrators.

DIG Abhinav Kumar, who 
heads the SIT which is investi-
gating the Madurai case, did 
not respond to queries seeking 
comment. (The police had in-
voked sections of  IPC and not 
BNSS since the alleged crime 
occurred prior to BNSS coming 
into force on July 1, 2024).

�  409: Criminal Breach of 
Trust by public servant

�  465, 466, 468: 
Related to Forgery

�  477A: Falsification of 
accounts

MADURAI 
CORPORATION 

PROPERTY TAX SCAM

IPC SECTIONS WHICH ARE 
SCHEDULED OFFENCES 
UNDER PMLA AND NOT 

INVOKED BY POLICE 

IPC SECTIONS INVOKED BY 
MADURAI POLICE IN FIR

�  467: Forgery of valuable 
securities, wills or other 
documents granting 
authority to receive money 
or property

�  471: Using forged 
documents or electronic 
records as genuine 

�  420 : Cheating

�  120B : Criminal 
conspiracy & Prevention of 
Corruption Act

�  Prevention of  
Corruption Act

THE SECRET OF 
GETTING AHEAD 

IS GETTING 
STARTED
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