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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.45 HRS)

Forecast for Sunday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated

places over Gujarat, Rajasthan, Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal

Pradesh, Punjab, Delhi, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Assam,

Meghalaya, Nagaland, Mizoram, Sikkim, Odisha, Telangana, Andhra

Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Konkan & Goa and Karnataka 
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......32.6...... 26.2 Kozhikode .......................16......30.8...... 24.5

Ahmedabad.............22......30.8...... 26.0 Kurnool ........................... —......33.5...... 24.3

Aizawl ......................20......31.3...... 21.9 Lucknow.......................... —......33.1...... 27.6

Allahabad ................ —......34.4...... 26.7 Madurai ..........................0.4......40.0...... 25.6

Bengaluru................ —......29.1...... 20.5 Mangaluru.........................1......28.2...... 23.2

Bhopal ..................... —......31.8...... 23.6 Mumbai ...........................87......30.7...... 24.0

Bhubaneswar .......22.1......33.3...... 26.4 Mysuru...............................8......29.0...... 20.0

Chandigarh.............. —......33.7...... 25.0 New Delhi........................64......34.4...... 23.8

Chennai ................... —......36.4...... 28.0 Patna..............................0.2......34.9...... 28.8

Coimbatore ............. —......32.8...... 23.4 Port Blair ...........................5......29.5...... 25.8

Dehradun................0.3......32.4...... 23.9 Puducherry ..................... —......36.2...... 26.4

Gangtok ...................14......20.7...... 17.4 Pune .............................16.8......31.6...... 23.7

Goa...........................57......30.4...... 24.6 Raipur................................3......33.6...... 25.2

Guwahati ................. —......33.6...... 26.4 Ranchi ............................0.4......31.8...... 23.4

Hubballi ................... —......28.0...... 22.0 Shillong .............................1......24.4...... 17.1

Hyderabad.................6......29.8...... 22.0 Shimla .............................62......22.0...... 16.4

Imphal ..................... —......29.1...... 23.2 Srinagar...........................10......30.4...... 17.6

Jaipur ........................2......33.6...... 26.2 Thiruvananthapuram ..........12......29.6...... 24.1

Kochi........................25......29.0...... 24.8 Tiruchi ............................. —......38.7...... 25.4

Kohima ....................31......... —...... 18.7 Vijayawada.....................0.8......34.5...... 24.7

Kolkata ....................10......33.3...... 26.2 Visakhapatnam...............0.3......31.6...... 26.7

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Nandesari,

Gujarat recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 285

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Shillong,

Meghalaya recorded a

healthy AQI score of 10

Ahmedabad ..... .11 ..50 45 ..... 41 ....81 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ...9 ..49 61 ...... — ....92 ......*

Chennai............ ...3 ..19 .— ..... 38 ...110 ......*

Delhi ................. .10 ..33 28 ..... 82 ...158 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .12 ..13 36 ..... 43 ....68 ......*

Kolkata............. ...4 ..57 17 ..... 44 ....41 ......*

Lucknow........... ...8 ..35 37 ..... 78 ....78 ......*

Mumbai ............ .20 ..30 23 ..... 34 ....63 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..25 99 ..... 31 ....45 ......*

Visakhapatnam .17 ..41 22 ..... 49 ....86 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

Breaking Pallathuruthy Boat Club’s (PBC) long
stranglehold, Veeyapuram Chundan (snakeboat)
of the Village Boat Club (VBC), Kainakary, rowed
to a sensational triumph in the 71st edition of the
Nehru Trophy Boat Race (NTBR) on the
shimmering waters of Punnamada Lake in
Alappuzha, Kerala on Saturday. Veeyapuram
surged to victory in a photo �nish clocking
4:21.084 and lifted the coveted title in front of
thousands of cheering spectators. 

Veeyapuram Chundan lifts
Nehru trophy in photo �nish 

INBRIEF
�

A powerful explosion in a house, where
explosives were allegedly being stored for
preparing �reworks, in Kannur district of Kerala
killed one person and injured another on
Saturday. The police identi�ed the deceased as K.
Mohammad Asham. The police registered a case
against Anoop Malik, Asham’s relative, who had
taken the house on rent and was a supplier of
�reworks. He had been involved in a similar blast
at a house at Podikundu in 2016. 

One killed, another injured 
in blast at a house in Kannur

Three months after 1993-batch Indian Police
Service (IPS) o�cer M. A. Saleem was made
in-charge Director-General and
Inspector-General of Police (DG&IGP), the
Karnataka government on Saturday formalised
his appointment and made him the full-time
Head of Police Force. However, the order issued
by Department of Personnel and Administrative
Reforms on Saturday appointing Dr. Saleem does
not mention a two-year tenure. 

M. A. Saleem appointed head
of Karnataka police force

T
he Telangana go-
vernment will in-
troduce a new Bill

in the Assembly on Sunday
to provide 42% reservation
for Backward Classes (BCs)
in local body elections, re-
placing the Ordinance on
the Panchayat Raj Amend-
ment Act, breaking the
50% upper ceiling on total
reservation.

The decision was taken
at the Cabinet meeting on
Saturday. The proposed le-
gislation will replace the
Telangana Panchayat Raj
Act, 2018, brought during
the previous Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi (BRS) govern-
ment’s tenure under K.
Chandrashekar Rao, which

led to the reduction of quo-
ta for BCs from 34% to 23%
to overcome the 50% up-
per ceiling of the Supreme
Court. 

Backward Classes Wel-
fare Minister Ponnam

Prabhakar told reporters
after the Cabinet meeting
that the new Bill would be
introduced in the Assemb-
ly as all the parties are in
agreement on enhance-
ment of the reservation.

Mr. Prabhakar said the
Panchayat Raj Act, 2018
was the biggest hurdle as it
capped the total reserva-
tion for the SCs, STs and
BCs in local bodies at 50%. 

The government had is-
sued an Ordinance to
amend the 2018 Act, and
the Bill replaces the Ordi-
nance. The Ordinance is-
sued last month is pending
with the President. The Ca-
binet decided to grant re-
servation to the SCs and
the STs as per the 2001
census in the local bodies,
he said. The government
will justify the enhance-
ment citing the Socio, Eco-
nomic, Educational, Em-
ployment, Political and
Caste Survey, which places
the BC population in Telan-
gana at 56%. 

Telangana Assembly to take
up Bill on 42% BC quota today

BC Welfare Minister Ponnam Prabhakar with Minister Ponguleti

Srinivas Reddy at a press meet on Saturday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Former BRS govt. reduced reservation for Backward Classes in local body polls from 34% to 23%

to overcome the ceiling set by Supreme Court; Minister says all parties have backed the new Bill

R. Ravikanth Reddy
HYDERABAD

The Kerala government is
considering an amend-
ment to the Wildlife Pro-
tection Act, 1972 for ad-
dressing speci�c
challenges faced by the
State in human-wildlife
con�ict, Minister for Law
P. Rajeeve said.

The amendment under
consideration seeks to
authorise the Chief Wil-
dlife Warden “to permit
any person, by following
certain procedures, to kill,
tranquillise or capture a

wild animal if it attacks so-
meone and causes serious
injury or if such an animal
is found in a public place,”
Mr. Rajeeve said.

Mr. Rajeeve was ad-
dressing a conference or-
ganised by the Kerala State
Legal Services Authority
and the National Legal Ser-
vices Authority on
Saturday.

The decision to propose
an amendment to a Central
law is based on the legal
advice that the State go-
vernment is competent to
propose such an amend-
ment, Mr. Rajeeve said.

He told The Hindu that
the government proposes
to introduce the Bill, which
is awaiting Cabinet nod, in
the upcoming session of
the State Assembly. Since
the amendment concerns
a Central law, the Bill, once
passed by the Assembly,
would also require the as-
sent of the President, he
said.

Article 254(2) of the
Constitution allows a State
legislature to pass a law on
a subject on the Concur-
rent List.

“In the context of hu-
man-wildlife con�ict, the

State has struggled for
years under the limitations
of the Central law,” Mr. Ra-
jeeve said, observing that
human-wildlife con�ict has
reached a critical stage in
Kerala, posing a serious
threat to human welfare. 

Observing that margi-
nalised sections were the
most a�ected due to this
con�ict, Mr. Rajeeve also
drew attention to the reso-
lution passed by the State
Assembly in February
2024 urging the Centre to
amend the Wildlife Protec-
tion Act for mitigating hu-
man-wildlife con�icts.

Kerala may permit killing of wild animals 
The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Telangana Cabinet,
presided over by Chief Mi-
nister A. Revanth Reddy,
cleared the names of Prof.
M. Kodandaram and form-
er cricketer Mohammad
Azharuddin for nomina-
tion to the Legislative
Council under the Gover-
nor’s quota.

The Cabinet on Satur-
day decided to send the
two names to the Governor
for clearance after the Su-
preme Court stayed the
earlier nominations of
Prof. Kodandaram and
journalist Amer Ali Khan to
the Council, citing that
they were nominated
when a case was pending
in the Court on those two
vacancies.

The stay was imposed
on a petition �led by Bha-
rat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
leaders Dasoju Sravan and
Kurra Satyanarayana, chal-
lenging the nominations

made by the government.
They were earlier nominat-
ed by the BRS government,
but the then Governor did
not clear the names citing
technical reasons.

Meanwhile, the Con-
gress came to power and
nominated Professor Ko-
dandaram and Amer Ali
Khan for the two vacan-
cies. Their appointment
was challenged again by
the BRS, citing that their
nomination issue was still
pending. The top court
clari�ed that any appoint-
ments made under the Go-
vernor’s quota would be
subject to the outcome of
the legal proceedings.

The nomination of Mr.
Azharuddin to the Council
sends a clear signal that the
party ticket for the Jubilee
Hills bypoll would be given
to a Backward Class (BC)
candidate. Mr. Azharuddin
contested the 2023 As-
sembly elections and lost
to Maganti Gopinath of the
BRS. 

Telangana Cabinet
clears Azharuddin
and Kodandaram
R. Ravikanth Reddy
HYDERABAD


