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Heavy rain likely in parts of Tamil Nadu from August 2 to 6: IMD
Chennai:  Heavy rain is likely in isolated areas of Thanjavur, Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam, Mayiladuthurai, Pudukkottai, 

Villupuram and Cuddalore from August 2 to 6, according to the India Meteorological Department (IMD). Other 
districts like Chengalpattu may receive heavy rain on August 3, 4 and 6, and parts of Ariyalur and Kallakurichi may 
receive heavy rain for three days — August 4,5 and 6. Parts of Perambalur may receive rain on two days, August 4  

and 5, and Tiruchy on August 5. Kancheepuram may receive rain on August 3 and 4. ENS

I have self-respect in politics: Pannerselvam
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

Panneerselvam added that no 
BJP leader had contacted him 
after he decided to quit NDA. 
When asked whether he felt in-
sulted as the NDA had not real-
ised his worth, Panneerselvam 

said, “No. But in politics, I have 
self-respect. I had associated 
myself  with Amma (former 
CM J Jayalalithaa) for about 25 
years in political and party 
work. I know everything thor-
oughly.” Earlier in the day, after 
holding discussions with 

ACRCC office-bearers, Panruti 
S Ramachandran, advisor to 
the committee, in the presence 
of  Panneerselvam, announced 
that the committee has snapped 
its ties with the NDA. 
(Read the full story  on newindi-
anexpress.com)

Forest dept staging suicide 
drama after murder: Family
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

ON Wednesday, Marimuthu 
travelled to Udumalpet to com-
plete legal proceedings related 
to a ganja case filed against 
him a few years ago in which he 
was acquitted recently. While 
returning to Munnar in the 
evening by a bus, he was de-
tained by the Kerala excise de-
partment personnel for alleg-
edly possessing the teeth of  a 
leopard. 

 “Around 4.15 pm, we con-
ducted a search of  bus passen-
gers’ belongings at a check-
point at Chinnar border. During 
the search, we found a material 
that appeared to be leopard 
teeth in Marimuthu’s posses-
sion,” said M Harikrishnan, 
circle inspector, Kerala Excise 
Department (Munnar Circle)

After probe, he was handed 
over to the Kerala Forest De-
partment at 7.15 pm Wednesday 

with a covering letter. He was 
subsequently transferred to the 
TN Forest Department (Udu-
malpet) for further questioning 
as he had confessed that the 
teeth were obtained from one 
Shankar in Udumalpet, sources 
told TNIE.

According to D Venkatesh, 
Chief  Conservator of  Forests, 
ATR, “Marimuthu was brought 
to the Udumalpet range office 
two minutes past midnight on 
Thursday to uncover the smug-
gling network.” Marimuthu 
was framed in a case by the for-
est department for allegedly 
cultivating ganja a few years 
back and he was acquitted on 
July 29 by the court. Upset over 
his acquittal, the forest depart-
ment illegally took him into 
their custody. After murdering 
him, they staged a suicide dra-
ma, alleged the family mem-
bers. (To overcome suicidal 
thoughts, call TN helpline 104.)

WAVES ON BOARD
Due to strong sea waves, the Kovalam beach in Thiruvananthapuram faced severe 

coastal erosion, leading to a ban on tourist entry |  VINCENT PULICKAL
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‘Man brought to 
uncover smuggling 
network’
“Marimuthu was brought to 
the Udumalpet range office 
two minutes past midnight 
on Thursday to uncover the 
smuggling network,” said 
ATR chief conservator of 
forests. Based on the 
statement regarding the 
smuggling of leopard teeth, 
the forest staff had been 
preparing for the judicial 
remand of the man.

Kerala rapper 
Vedan booked 
in rape case
KOCHI: A rape case has been 
lodged against popular Malay-
alam rapper Vedan, also known 
as Hirandas Murali, on a com-
plaint by a lady doctor alleging 
that he sexually assaulted her 
on several occasions between 
2021-2023 at various places in 
the state, police said on 
Thursday.

An FIR under section 376 
(rape) and 376(2)(n) (repeated 
rape on same woman) of  the 
IPC was lodged against the rap-
per at Thrikkakara station late 
Wednesday, police said.

Kochi City 
Police Com-
m i s s i o n e r 
Putta Vimala-
ditya told re-
porters here 
that the inves-
tigation was in 
the initial stag-

es and no notice has been sent 
to the rapper yet. “We need to 
verify all the allegations. We 
need to speak to those named in 
the complaint,” he said.

Vedan had faced allegations 
of  wrongdoing in the past as 
well. He was arrested and then 
released on bail by the Forest 
Department in connection with 
a leopard tooth found in his 
possession. PTI

SC grants T’gana Speaker 3 months to 
decide on disqualification of 10 MLAs
S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on Thurs-
day directed the Telangana As-
sembly Speaker to decide with-
in three months on the 
disqualification of  10 MLAs 
who defected to the ruling 
Congress.

Allowing petitions filed by 
BRS leaders KT Rama Rao, 
Padi Kaushik Reddy and KP 
Vivekanand, a bench of  Chief  
Justice of  India BR Gavai and 
Justice Augustine George 
Masih set aside a November 22, 
2024, order of  the Telangana 
High Court division bench that 
had overturned a single bench 
directive to schedule hearings.

“Political defections have 
long been a matter of  national 
concern. If  not curbed, they 
can destabilise democracy,” the 
court said. It criticised delays 
in disqualification 
proceedings  and 
stressed the Speaker 
acts as a tribunal un-
der the 10th Schedule 
and does not enjoy 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
immunity.

“The very founda-
tion of  our democra-
cy is shaken when 
elected representatives are al-
lowed to defect and continue in 
office without timely adjudica-
tion. Parliament had placed 
trust in the Speaker to act swift-

ly. That trust, in many cases, 
has not been honoured,” the 
court observed.

In its 74-page order, the court 
said failure to issue directions 

would defeat the pur-
pose of  the anti-defec-
tion law. “If  we do not 
intervene, it would 
amount to permitting 
the Speaker to repeat 
the widely criticised 
situation of  ‘opera-
tion successful, pa-
tient died’,” the bench 
noted.

The court also said the Speak-
er issued notices on the dis-
qualification petitions only af-
ter a seven-month delay, and 
only when the court took up the 

matter. It directed the Speaker 
to decide the petitions within 
three months and warned that 
any attempt by the MLAs to de-
lay the process should invite 
adverse inference. 

“We direct the Speaker to 
conclude the disqualification 
proceedings pending against 
the 10 MLAs within three 
months,” the court said.

The court also urged Parlia-
ment to re-examine whether 
the current mechanism under 
the 10th Schedule is effective. 
“It is for Parliament to consider 
whether entrusting the Speak-
er with the task of  deciding dis-
qualification cases is serving 
its intended purpose,” it said. 

(With inputs from PTI)

‘Speaker acts as a tribunal under 10th Schedule, does not enjoy constitutional immunity’

IAS officer Phanindra Reddy 
retires, 11 others transferred
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

SENIOR IAS officer K Phanin-
dra Reddy, who had been serv-
ing as additional chief  secre-
tary, transport department, 
retired on Thursday after 35 
years of  service. In an order 
dated July 31 issued by the 
chief  secretary, 11 other IAS of-
ficers were transferred to vari-
ous departments. 

Reddy, a 1990-batch officer of  
the Tamil Nadu cadre, had held 
key positions in Finance, Pro-

hibition & Excise, Home and 
Municipal Administration and 
Water Supply departments. An 
engineering graduate from 
Andhra Pradesh, he served as 
the collector of  Perambalur in 
his first decade of  office and 
served his longest stint as sec-
retary of  the Municipal Ad-
ministration & Water Supply 
Department from 2014 to 2022. 

He also served as Additional 
Chief  Secretary in the Home, 
Transport, Prohibition & Ex-
cise, and General Administra-
tion Departments.

MINOR REJIG: 11 IAS OFFICERS TRANSFERRED
NAME NEW POSTING

Shunchonngam 
Jatak Chiru

Secretary of the Transport Department and full additional 
charge as Secretary of the Natural Resources Department

Prashant M Wadnere Secretary, Finance Department (Expenditure)
Raja Gopal Sunkara Joint Secretary, Finance Department
Deepak Jacob Director of Survey and Settlement
Kavitha Ramu Managing Director of Co-optex
R Gajalakshmi Commissioner of Transport and Road Safety
KV Muraleedharan Director of Fisheries and Fishermen Welfare

Kiran Gurrala Commissioner (Social Security Schemes), Revenue and 
Disaster Management Department

G S Sameeran Managing Director, TWAD
Thakare Shubham 
Dnyandeorao Joint Commissioner, Commercial Taxes, Coimbatore

V S Narayana Sarma Joint Commissioner, Large Taxpayers Unit and in the 
Intelligence Unit, Commercial Taxes, Chennai

Three persons were trampled to death by a 
tusker in Dhenkanal, Odisha on Thursday. The 
incident occurred when the deceased went to 
a local pond to take bath in the morning 

THREE 
KILLED

WITHOUT 
HARD WORK, 

NOTHING 
GROWS BUT 

WEEDS
GORDON B HINCKLEYDIPR/4021/Tender/2025

CHENNAI METROPOLITAN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,

CIRCLE-II, CONSTRUCTION WING, FIRST FLOOR,
KOYAMBEDU, CHENNAI - 600 107

E- TENDER NOTICE, Dt. 31.07.2025
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Superintending Engineer,
Circle-II, CW, CMDA, Ch-107 
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