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Cusat campus shut till Tuesday after 
students contract chickenpox, H1N1
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

COCHIN University of  Science 
and Technology (Cusat) has 
closed the campus till Tuesday 
after three students were diag-
nosed with chickenpox and two 
others with H1N1. 

According to Arun A U, regis-
trar of  the university, the stu-

dents who were diagnosed with 
chickenpox and H1N1 have al-
ready gone home.

“However, the university de-
clared a holiday to ensure that 
no other student gets infected. 
We hope to break the chain of  
infection. All the hostellers, ex-
cept the students from other 
states, have been asked to vacate 

and go home,” he added. “Of-
fline classes will restart on 
Wednesday. The decision to de-
clare a holiday comes after it 
was found that trying to con-
duct online classes to ensure 
that no contact happens be-
tween the students failed. It was 
also found that students stayed 
back in the hostels.” 

REMEMBERING A LEGEND
Muhammed Aslam and Chithra Nair render a song during the ‘Rafi  Nite’ at Fine Arts Hall  in Kochi on Thursday. Organised by 

Mehboob Memorial Orchestra, July 31 marks the 43rd death anniversary of legendary singer Mohammed Rafi  |  A SANESH

PCB’s ‘power’ move to hit old flats 
without sewage treatment plants 
71 residential flats served notice to disconnect electricity supply; residents assns seek more time

K R I S H N A  K U M A R  K  E  @ Kochi

THE Kerala State Pollution 
Control Board (KSPCB) has ini-
tiated stringent measures, in-
cluding notice to disconnect 
power supply, to 71 old residen-
tial flats in Kochi for failing to 
set up Sewage Treatment Plants 
(STP) on their premises.

The move, especially, the is-
suance of  power disconnection 
notice from KSEB, which acted 
on the direction of  KSPCB, 
comes nearly a month after it 
issued closure notices to the 
flat owners, triggering panic 
among the residents.

Earlier on June 23, the Kera-
la High Court issued detailed 
directions to the KSPCB and 
the Kochi Corporation to issue 
notices to entities responsible 
for polluting the Thevara-Per-
andoor Canal in the city. The 
directions were passed in a suo 
motu proceedings initiated by 
the High Court in 2022.

“With reference to the direc-
tion issued by the KSPCB un-
der Section 33 A of  the Water 
(Prevention and Control of  Pol-
lution) Act, 1974, this is to in-
form you that KSEB Ltd has 
been instructed to disconnect 
the electricity supply ... to non-
compliance with statutory re-
quirements,” read the notice 
dated July 30 received by the 

secretary of  an Edappally-
based flat complex.

“The associations have been 
trying hard to comply with the 
legal requirements, ie, setting 
up of  STPs. However, what we 
request is to allocate us more 
time, say five months. Also, 
most of  them do not have any 
free land available. They have 
to demolish other existing 
structures to make space avail-
able for the construction of  
STP. The closure notices were 
sent to the flats constructed be-
fore 2010, when the mandatory 
norms regarding STPs were 
not in force,” Abraham Joseph, 

chairman, Consortium of  Flat 
& Villa Owners Association 
(Kerala), told TNIE.

“The residents associations 
are in various stages of imple-
menting the STP and have com-
municated the matter to KSPCB 
and KMC. We request the agen-
cies to inform the honourable 
court of  the practical difficul-
ties and allot us more time to 
comply with the direction,” he 
added.

When contacted, KSPCB 
chairperson Dr S Shreekala re-
fused to comment, citing that 
the issue is before the consid-
eration of  the court.

Meanwhile, a senior health 
official of  Kochi corporation 
said the municipal body is tak-
ing separate action. 

“We’ve issued notices to over
120 individuals so far for “ille-
gal discharge of  untreated 

wastewater into the Perandoor-
Thevara Canal. Many of  the 
owners are taking rectification 
measures, mainly setting up 
treatment plants. We’ve been 
directed to cancel the occupan-
cy certificate of  those failing to 
take the corrective measures,” 
the official said.

Both KSPCB and Kochi cor-
poration are parties to the case. 
“The associations have been 
trying hard to comply with the 
legal requirements. The neces-
sary funds for STP construc-
tion have to be collected from 
the owners. Many associations 
are facing financial constraints 
and need more time for the col-
lection of  funds. The associa-
tions of  old flats are managed 
by senior citizens and most of  
the apartments are occupied by 
tenants. This makes collection 
of  funds from owners even 
more difficult as they are not 
staying in the building. Many 
owners are NRIs.

However, instead of  under-
standing their problems and 
giving reasonable time for STP 
implementation, and support-
ing the residential associations 
in the activities, the authorities 
concerned are taking drastic 
steps causing a lot of  hardships 
to thousands of  residents of  
these buildings,” Abraham 
Joseph rued.

HC pulls up entities 
polluting canal 

Earlier on June 23, the Kerala 
High Court issued detailed 

directions to the KSPCB and 
the Kochi Corporation to 
issue notices to entities 

responsible for polluting the 
Thevara-Perandoor Canal  

in the city

MVD records 233 violations; action against 55 drivers
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

IN the wake of  rising concern over 
rash and reckless driving by pri-
vate buses, the Motor Vehicles De-
partment (MVD) has intensified 
inspections in Ernakulam district, 
recording 233 violations in a spe-
cial drive. The crackdown comes 
just days after a tragic incident in 
which a student of  Sacred Heart 
College, Thevara, died when a pri-
vate bus hit his scooter near 
Kaloor.

The enforcement drive, conduct-
ed under the directive of  the Depu-
ty Transport Commissioner issued 

on Monday, specifically targeted 
dangerous driving practices by 
city buses, including racing on 
public roads and operating with
doors open — posing a grave risk to 
passengers and other road users.

As part of  the operation, legal 
proceedings were initiated against 
55 drivers.

“Racing on public roads will not 
be tolerated under any circum-
stances. Inspections will continue 
in the coming days, and radar-
equipped vehicles will also be 
deployed in the district,” 
said the Deputy Transport 
Commissioner of  the Cen-
tral Zone, Ernakulam.

The MVD initiated the 
enforcement drive after re-
ceiving several complaints 
from the public, as well as direct 
instructions from the Transport 
Minister and the Transport 
Commissioner.

Personnel from RTO (Enforce-

ment) and officials from RTO of-
fices in Ernakulam and Muvattu-
puzha participated in the drive.

The incident involving the SH 
College student has reignited 

public outrage over the long-
standing issue of  “racing 
culture” among private 
buses in Kochi, where com-
petition for passengers of-

ten results in dangerous 
overtaking and speeding.

The authorities have urged the 
public to report rash driving inci-
dents and assured strict action 
against violators to improve road 
safety.

Circular metro feeder services 
to Naval Base to start today
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

IN what might further enhance first-and-
last mile connectivity, the Kochi Metro 
electric feeder services operating on the 
MG Road circular route will be 
extended to Naval Base from 
August 1, while another new 
city service will be launched 
soon.

“Select services will be ex-
tended to Naval Base via 
Cochin Shipyard to facilitate 
easy access to the South rail-
way and metro stations. The 
services on the Kadavanthra-Panampilly 
Nagar- Kadavanthra circular route will 
be started in August,” a Metro spokesper-
son said.

While the feeder bus service to Naval 

Base from Ernakulam South Metro Sta-
tion will start at 7.38 am and 1.20 pm, the 
extended services from Maharaja’s Metro 
Station will depart at 2.59 pm and 5.02 pm, 
respectively. Similarly, the services from 

Shipyard to Ernakulam South 
Metro Station will be available 
at 7.57 am, 3.14 am and 5.27 am, 
and the service from boat jetty 
will depart at 1.27 pm. Current-
ly, three electric buses are op-
erating on the MG Road-Mena-
ka-MG Road circular route 
since April. As many as 1,06,317 
commuters have availed them-

selves of  the facility on the route so far. 
“Now we enjoy an average daily rider-
ship of  815 passengers,” the spokesper-
son added. A total of  13 electric buses cur-
rently operate on five routes.

Racing on public roads will not 
be tolerated under any 
circumstances. Inspections will 
continue in the coming days, and 
radar-equipped vehicles will also 
be deployed in the district

Deputy Transport Commissioner

Congress @INCIndia
It is a very serious matter for us. This could be a bargaining tactic, given the ongoing negotia-
tions.  America is a significant market for us. If their demands are entirely unreasonable, our 
negotiators have every right to resist.  I wish our negotiators good luck and courage, as we can-
not afford to buckle under pressure; we must prioritize our national interests:  @ShashiTharoor  
ji on US President Donald Trump’s announcement of 25 per cent tariff and penalty on India
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The notice issued by KSEB to one of  
the defaulting flats 


