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Agnibaan configured to 
fit payloads of 30-300 kg
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

“IT is a testament to the re-
markable ingenuity of  our 
Yuva Shakti. My best wishes to 
the @AgnikulCosmos team for 
their future endeavours. “Hum-
bled to announce the successful 
completion of  our first flight --- 
Mission 01 of  Agnibaan SOrT-
eD --- from our own and India’s 
first and only private launch 
pad within SDSC-SHAR at Sri-
harikota,” Agnikul Cosmos 
said on X. It said all the mission 
objectives of  the controlled ver-
tical ascent flight were met and 
performance was nominal.

‘Agnibaan - SOrTeD’ has the 
unique distinction of  having 
been launched from India’s 
first private launch pad called 
‘Dhanush’ established by Ag-
nikul. It is also India’s first 
semi-cryogenic engine-powered 
rocket launch. The key purpose 
of  the mission, which is also 
Agnikul’s first flight, is to serve 
as a test flight to demonstrate 
in-house and home-grown tech-
nologies, gather crucial flight 
data, and ensure optimal func-
tioning of  systems for Ag-
nikul’s orbital launch vehicle, 
the ‘Agnibaan’,” a statement is-
sued by the company said.

The start-up has readied the 
vehicle with the first-ever eth-
ernet-based avionics architec-

ture and fully in-house devel-
oped autopilot software from 
India. Powered by sub-cooled 
Liquid Oxygen (LOX) and Avia-
tion Turbine Fuel (ATF), the 
vehicle is equipped with four 
carbon composite fins to pro-
vide passive control. The rocket 
uses a semi-cryogenic engine 
with a mix of  liquid and gas 
propellants, a technology that 
is yet to be used by ISRO in any 
of  its rockets. Agnikul follows 
up on the first launch made by 
an Indian space company, Sky-
root Aerospace Private Limit-
ed, which in 2022 flew a solid 
fuelled sounding rocket from 
Sriharikota. 

The Agnikul team consists of  
over 200 engineers and is asso-
ciated with NCCRD. Addition-
ally, the team is guided by 45 
former scientists from ISRO 
who bring invaluable expertise 
to the endeavour of  democra-
tising access to space, a state-
ment said. The flagship launch 
vehicle, ‘Agnibaan’, is designed 
to be compatible with the mo-
bile launch pad called ‘Dha-
nush,’ allowing for launch flex-
ibility regardless of  location.

 Agnibaan can be configured 
to accommodate payloads rang-
ing from 30 kg to 300 kg, ensur-
ing versatility across a wide 
range of  mission requirements, 
the statement said. 

Land owner 
to be booked 
for reducing 
EB line height
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

TANGEDCO officials will take 
action against the land owner 
Lokesh, the officer said adding 
that only recently the forest de-
partment and Tangedco had 
rectified sagging lines in seven 
private lands near Jawalagiri. 

Regular checks are being 
conducted by both the depart-
ments to fix low-lying lines and 
other electricity related issues 
to reduce death of  wildlife due 
to electrocution, Karthikeyani 
said. Awareness will be created 
among private land owners to 
make sure that there is enough 
head room for wildlife such as 
elephants to walk past over-
head power lines when they in-
crease the height of  their land, 
she said. 

An officer in Tangedco-
Denkanikottai said that a com-
plaint would be registered 
against the land owner Lokesh 
for reducing the height of  the 
EB line and posing threat to 
others.

It may be recalled that on 
May 6 when a 33-year-old ma-
khna elephant was electrocut-
ed to death near Santhanapalli 
village in Denkanikottai forest 
range.

Protests doing rounds for PM’s arrival
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

SOURCES said Vivekananda 
Kendra all-India vice-president 
Anumantha Roa, joint general 
s e c re t a r y  K i s h o re,  a n d 
Vivekananda Kendra adminis-
trative officer Ananthasree 
Padmanabhan will be stationed 
at the memorial during the 
PM’s three-day stay. 

Security has been beefed up 
in the entire Kanniyakumari 
district with about 2,000 police 
personnel being deployed, be-
sides heightened vigil by the 
Coast Guard and the Navy in 

the sea.  Outfits including 
Thanthai Periyar Dravidar Ka-
zhagam staged a black flag 
demonstration in Madurai op-
posing Modi, social media plat-
form ‘X’ also witnessed a flood 
of  #GoBackModi posts amid 
political opposition to the 
broadcast of  his meditation in 
view of  the seventh final phase 
of  voting for the Lok Sabha 
elections on June 1. Speaking 
to reporters in Sivaganga, 
Tamil Nadu BJP president K 
Annamalai termed the PM’s 
event as an out-and-out ‘pri-
vate’ visit. “It is PM’s personal 

visit. That’s why party leaders 
and cadres did not take part in 
the event,” he said. This is the 
first time that the PM will be 
staying at the memorial built 
a s  a  t r i bu t e  t o  S w a m i 
Vivekananda who meditated 
over the rocks inside the sea in 
1892.  

While the PM chose Kedar-
nath cave to reflect and medi-
tate after the end of  the cam-
paign for the 2019 Lok Sabha 
polls, he has now chosen the 
historical spot in the southern-
most tip of  the country for his 
spiritual pursuit. 

Dalits children 
denied seats; 
TN edu dept 
receives notice
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore 

THE National Commission 
for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) 
on Wednesday issued a no-
tice to the secretary of  the 
Tamil Nadu school educa-
tion department J Kuma-
ragurubaran seeking an ex-
planation for denying 
admission to Dalit children 
in self-financing private 
schools under the Right To 
Education (RTE) Act.

NCSC sent the notice fol-
lowing a complaint from 
former member of the Tamil 
Nadu Sanitary Workers Wel-
fare Board S Selvakumar on 
May 22. 

NSCS requested the secre-
tary  to submit the facts and 
information on the action on 
the petition within 15 days 
of  receiving the notice. Fail-
ing to do so within the stipu-
lated period will bring the 
commission to exercise the 
powers of  Civil Courts con-
ferred on it.

N Selvakumar, told TNIE 
that many private schools 
refused admission to chil-
dren of  cleanliness workers 
under the disadvantaged 
group category.

“It is discrimination as 
the schools have given prior-
ity to only children from the 
g eneral  cate gory,”  he 
charged. Further, he re-
quested the government to 
give seats to the children of  
cleanliness workers, wid-
ows, etc directly without any 
lot system.

Secretary of  school educa-
tion department J Kuma-
ragurubaran told TNIE that 
he was unaware about NC-
SC’s notice and said that he 
would look into it. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

NHAI’s greening  drive on slow lane
Coimbatore: The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) felled 

7,644 trees for three road-widening projects in western Tamil Nadu in 
the last 10 years, but planted a mere 13,000 saplings instead of 76,440 

— 10 saplings for one felled tree as mandated by law. This was 
revealedin response to a Right to Information query filed by an activist. 

According to the RTI reply given to Marumalarchi Makkal Iyakkam, the 
NHAI felled 4,351 trees between Sengapalli and Walayar, and 2,239 

trees were axed between Pollachi and Coimbatore. But so far a total of 
13,000 saplings have been planted in place of the trees downed.  ENS

Five get five years RI for smuggling ganja
Thanjavur: The special court for trial of cases under the Essential 
Commodities Act on Tuesday awarded 20 years of rigorous 
imprisonment to five people in a case of smuggling 661.5 kg of ganja 
into Vedaranyam in Nagapattinam district from Andhra Pradesh in 
2020. A fine of `1 lakh each was also slapped on all the five. According 
to the prosecution, S Ramanan (43) of Chennai who owned a truck 
incurred losses in his business. At that time he was contacted by a 
person from Theni district promising to pay `2 lakh if he smuggled 
ganja into Vedaranyam from Andhra Pradesh. ENS

Over 100 traffic violations were recorded 
every hour on Bengaluru-Mysuru NH. In the 
last 28 days, 74,915 violations were 
captured by 22 cameras on a 118-km stretch

TRAFFIC  
VIOLATIONS

‘Pandian not my successor, 
oppn is talking nonsense’ 

Apply for VRS, tea firm tells Manjolai estate staff

I take all decisions & my successor will be decided by people: Naveen

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ Bhubaneswar

WITH the BJP going hammer 
and tongs against VK Pandian, 
accusing him of  wielding com-
plete control over Chief  Minis-
ter Naveen Patnaik, the latter on 
Thursday made it clear that he 
(Pandian) was not his successor 
and the Opposition was resort-
i n g  t o  “ n o n s e n s i c a l 
exaggerations”. 

Naveen told news agency ANI, 
“He is not my successor...he is 
not even standing for the elec-
tions. I have said repeatedly that 
my successor will be decided by 
the people of  the state,” he stat-
ed. The chief  minister also 
strongly denied that Pandian 
acts as a gatekeeper and takes 

all decisions on his 
behalf.  

Stating that he has 
all power as the chief  
minister, Naveen said 
he chairs all the cabi-
net meetings. “Such al-
legations come from 
the saffron party’s in-
creasing desperation due to its 
declining popularity both in Od-
isha and at the national level,” 
the CM further reiterated.

 Referring to a viral video 
showing his hand shaking, the 
chief  minister said it was not a 
medical condition at all and the 
whole thing has been exagger-
ated for no reason. The chief  
minister’s clarification came a 
day after Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi publicly spoke about 

his health condition 
and promised a probe 
into the matter when 
the BJP comes to pow-
er in the state.

The chief  minister, 
however, did not rule 
out issue-based sup-
port to the Centre if  

the BJP comes to power at the 
Centre despite the acrimonious 
campaign launched by the party 
to wrest power from the BJD. “I 
have never shown acrimony to 
anyone in public life. When sup-
port is required we will judge 
appropriate to our position,” he 
said. Asked whether doors on 
the issue-based politics has been 
shut now, he said, “Let us see 
what will be the position in 
future.” 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Tirunelveli

WITH its 99-year lease period 
set to end in 2028, the private 
company, which has been run-
ning tea estates in Manjolai 
hills, instructed estate workers 
to apply for voluntary retire-
ment here on Thursday. In a no-
tice issued to the workers, Bom-
b a y  B u r m a h  T r a d i n g 
Corporation Limited (BBTCL) 
stated that those employees 

who opt for the Voluntary Re-
tirement Scheme (VRS) will be 
provided with an ex-gratia pay-
ment, and the last date for sub-
mission of  the VRS application 
is June 14.  

“This is to inform all employ-
ees of  BBTCL under the Sin-
gampatti Group comprising 
Manjolai, Manimuthar, and 
Oothu estates and factories 
that in order to facilitate sus-
tainable management of  busi-
ness, BBTCL is rolling out VRS 

for employees. BBTCL will be 
providing employees with not 
only their statutory dues as 
payable under the law, but also 
an ex-gratia payment over and 
above their statutory dues as 
well as statutory bonus for the 
year 2023-24,” read the notice. 

“The terms will be laid out in 
the memorandum of  settle-
ment, and each employee opt-
ing for the VRS will be provid-
ed with a separate letter 
confirming the actual amount 

to be received by them. A copy 
of  the memorandum and the 
VRS application will be avail-
able at the estate and factory 
office for employees’ reference 
until June 14,” the notice add-
ed. It may be noted that as 
many as 2,000 workers, who 
will lose their livelihood when 
evicted from the Manjolai hills, 
have demanded the state gov-
ernment to provide them with 
houses, under government 
schemes, in the plains. 


