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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@M a n d y a

A day after a veiled jibe at former 
chief  minister H D Kumaraswamy 
over his health, Congress MLA 
representing Srirangapatna 
Ramesh Babu Bandisiddegowda 
has expressed his regret over his 
remark.

Bandisiddegowda had expressed 
doubts over the recent heart sur-
gery of  the JDS leader who is the 
NDA’s choice for the Mandya Lok 
Sabha constituency, during a party 
event at Malavalli. The Congress 
MLA had stated that Kumaras-
wamy will get himself  admitted to 
a hospital during the elections 
thereby expressing doubt over the 
heart procedure.

As his controversial remark up-
set the party high command, 
Bandisiddegowda, during an event 
at Arakere village in Srirangap-
atna taluk on Sunday, expressed 
regret and said: “I made the re-

marks on Kumaraswamy’s health 
out of  concern over his health and 
not in bad faith. So, I regret but not 
apologise for my remark. I appeal 
to everyone not to continue the is-
sue further. I have never spoken 
anything bad about the personal 
issues of  former prime minister H 
D Deve Gowda or Kumaraswamy. 
As I was in JDS and had good rap-
port with the family, I expressed 
my concern over Kumarasawmy’s 
health,” he said.

Stating that he had never ex-
pressed doubt over the heart sur-
gery, Bandisiddgowda said the con-
troversy is created by the media. 
Meanwhile, Kumaraswamy visited 
Sri Adichunchanagiri Mutt in Nag-
amangala taluk and held special 
puja to deity Kalabairaveshwara 
on Sunday morning.

He visited the mutt before 
launching his election campaign 
in the constituency. The special 
puja was performed by mutt seer 
Nirmalanandanatha Swamji.

B  R  U D A Y A  K U M A R  @M o s a l e h o s a h a l l i

JDS supremo H D Deve Gowda 
tore into Chief  Minister Siddara-
maiah for questioning the exist-
ence of  JDS and said the regional 
party which is in alliance with the 
BJP will teach the Ahinda leader 
a lesson in the upcoming Lok Sab-
ha election.

Addressing JDS workers at Mo-
salehosahalli in Holenarasipur 
taluk of  Hassan district on Sun-
day, Gowda said it is not possible 
for Siddaramaiah or any Congress 
leader to finish off  the JDS 
politically.

“Siddaramaiah seems to have 
forgotten that the JDS provided 
him the steps to grow in politics. 
There will come a time when JDS 
leaders will ask the existence of
Congress in the nation soon. The 
party is having presence only in a 
few states and Karnataka is one 
among them,” he added.

Gowda also said a powerful Con-
gress leader is allegedly collecting 
the revenue of  whole Bengaluru 
and the money is being spent in 
neighbouring states to fund par-
ty’s election campaigns.

He urged the people to insult 

Siddaramaiah, who is planning 
visit the Hassan district three 
times to defeat Prajwal Revanna, 
by defeating Congress candidate 
Sheyas Patel in the ensuing Lok 
Sabha elections.

Gowda also lauded his son H D 
Revanna for developing Holenar-
asipur constituency. “I never rest 
until my ambitions are fulfilled. 
Mosalehosahalli will be taluk cen-

tre in future for having maximum 
facilities and good infrastruc-
ture,” he added. BJP-JDS alliance 
candidate Prajwal Revanna, Shra-
vanabelagola MLA C N Balakrish-
na and Hassan MLA Swaroop Pra-
kash spoke on the occasion.

Later, Gowda addressed the poll 
campaign at Salagame in Hassan 
assembly constituency where he 
condemned the decision of  Con-

gress leaders for approaching the 
Supreme Court over GST compen-
sation to the state.

Seege Basavaraj, the lone local 
BJP leader, present on the dais, 
irked JDS leaders. Gowda is visit-
ing taluk centres and addressing 
party workers since last one week 
in the district but the response by 
BJP leaders is poor during the 
campaign, they rued.
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VETERAN Dalit activist Guru-
prasad Keragodu said JDS leader 
H D  Kumaraswamy joining hands 
with the BJP is a dangerous trend 
that will further strengthen fascist 
forces.

He said Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s victory in Varanasi 
and H D  Kumraswamy’s in Man-
dya are the same. Kumaraswamy 
has joined hands to support the 
dictatorial attitude of  Modi who 
has surrendered the nation’s in-
terest to the corporates.

Addressing DSS office-bearers 
at Kanaka Bhavan, Guruprasad 
said it’s a last attempt to save the 
democracy. He feared that the re-
turn of  Modi to office for the third 
straight term would pose a threat 
to democracy and Constitution. 
“The country should not become 
one more Afghanistan where the 
Taliban has taken over infringing 

the rights of  the women and chil-
dren. The dictatorial attitude of  
Modi would push the people into 
trouble,” he said.

Talking about the 10-year rule 
of  the Modi sarkar, he said the 
prime minister, in his first term, 
crushed human rights and gave 
the control of  the economy to the 
corporates while in his second 
term, all the public sector under-
takings were privatised. “Now the 
Ambanis and Adanis indirectly 
control the government,” he 
added.

Fearing that Modi will turn into 
Hitler, Guruprasad said veteran 
human rights activists were jailed 
for standing up against the 
government.

Gurupraad said that the DSS 
that had supported the Congress 
during the assembly elections will 
continue to back the Grand Old 
Party in the Lok Sabha elections 
as well.

GOWDA TEARS INTO SIDDU OVER JDS EXISTENCE REMARKS
No Congress leader can finish off the regional party politically in Karnataka, says JDS supremo

JDS supremo H D Deve Gowda having a word with is grandson Prajwal Revanna at Mosalehosahalli  near Hassan on Sunday |  EXPRESS

GOWDA DARES I.N.D.I.A ALLIANCE TO NAME PM CANDIDATE
Salagame (Hassan): Ridiculing the meeting of I.N.D.I.A leaders at Ramlila Maidan in Delhi 
on Sunday, JDS supremo H D Deve Gowda said there are too many contenders for the prime 
minister’s post in the alliance. Speaking to media persons in Salagame village after 
addressing the public campaign, Gowda said the I.N.D.I.A alliance is yet to come up with 
prime minister choice despite holding a series of meetings in the last few months. Let them 
announce a name for the top job, he added. Coming down heavily on Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah, the former prime minister said the Ahinda leader is airing hasty remarks 
against the JDS and he must stop being arrogant. “He (Siddaramaiah) must change his 
body language. He must have forgotten the foul statements he had made against the 
Congress while he was in the JDS,” he added. To a question, Gowda said what is wrong in H 
D Kumaraswamy meeting Mandya MP Sumalatha Ambareesh as the former had high 
regards for the actor-turned-politician.

POLL PREPARATIONS 
Deputy Commissioner Dr K V Rajendra speaks during the training programme for PROs and 

APROs for the Lok Sabha elections in Mysuru on Sunday |  EXPRESS

JDS alliance with BJP will 
strengthen fascist forces, 
says Dalit activist

Bandisiddegowda regrets 
remarks on HDK’s health

The alliance between Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and former prime minister 
H D Deve Gowda will benefit the state

Jaggesh, 
RS MP
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