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Kannada Sahitya Sammelana: Fewer accommodations in Haveri; 
Registering sooner could help organisers make arrangements

A M I T  S  U P A D H Y E  @  H u b b a l i 

THE district administration is 
taking up preparations on a 
war footing for the 86th Kan-
nada Sahitya Sammelana to be 
held in Haveri city, the land of  
Sarvajnya, between January 6 
and 8. 

Over three lakh people are 
expected to attend the three 
day long Kannada festival and 

this time, the administration 
is expecting more footfalls. As 
there are only a few hotels in 
Haveri district, the adminis-
tration is planning to convert 
hostels and community halls 
into accommodation places. 

“Besides the hotels in the 
city, we have identified com-
munity halls and hostels in Ha-
veri where people coming for 
the Sammelana can be accom-

modated. Few alterations such 
as adding additional toilets, 
bathrooms and bedding 
will be done. Addition-
ally, temporary toilets 
will be provided at the 
accommodation sites. 
CCTVs will be installed 
at all the staying places 
to ensure safety,” said 
an official from the 
administration.

“We are expecting to open 
the registration by December 

first week. We request 
participants to regis-
ter soon to ensure 
hassle-free stay dur-
ing the Sammelana. 
Soon, KaSaPa mem-
bers and senior writ-
ers will have a meet-
ing to decide names 
of  various stages, en-

try points,” the official added.
District Minister of  Haveri 

Shivaram Hebbar has already 
held two meetings with the 
members of  Kannada Sahitya 
Parishat and district adminis-
tration officials regarding the 
preparations for the Kannada 
Sahitya Sammelana. 

“The hotels in Ranebennur 
and Hangal are also being re-
served for the participants of  

Sammelana. During the Sam-
melana, frequent bus services 
will be provided from the ac-
commodation point to the Sam-
melana venue,” the official 
said.

A KaSaPa member from Ha-
veri said that if  the registra-
tions exceed, the administra-
tion will  book hotels in 
Davangere and Hubballi as 
well. “We have done a survey 

three months ago looking for 
accommodation places in Hub-
balli, Sirsi, Davanagere and 
Ranebennur. At present the ad-
ministration is looking for cre-
ate temporary accommodation 
in hostels and community 
halls. If  the participant num-
bers are more we will make 
use of  hotels in Davanagere 
too,” the member said.

Gadag’s KLE school bags 
Samagra Veeragrani award
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Gadag 

GADAG’S KLE School, known 
for its curricular and extra cur-
ricular activities in Gadag 
town has received the ‘Sama-
gra Veeragrani’ award in the 
inter-school athletic meet that 
was held on November 9. A to-
tal of   28 schools participated 
and more than 400 students 
took part in various tourna-
ments. Among these, Gadag’s 
KLE School bagged the first 
‘Samagra Veeragrani’ award, 
while Hubballi’s Manjunath 
Central School got the second 

prize.
Special officer of  Karnataka 

State Rural Development and 
Panchayat Raj University Man-
junath Chennappagoudar who 
was present at the athletic meet 
lauded the champions and said 
that KLE School students ex-
celled in both academic and 
non-academic activities.

School principal Kalpana 
Chachadi said: “Our students 
performed well in the athletic 
Meet held recently. We are hap-
py that our students are excel-
ling in studies as well as sports 
too”.

GADAG GP GIFTS PARK FOR  
KIDS ON CHILDREN’S DAY

R A G H O T T A M  K O P P A R  @Gadag

HARTI Gram Panchayat gifted a 
kids’ park for rural children on 
Children’s day. This is the village’s 
first park with sports equipment. 
This park has square swing, circu-
lar swing, a four seater see-saw, 
humpty climber and a saucer with 
a duck. Villagers are happy as kids 
will be able to play in a park with 
modern facilities in their village. 
Harti is located 13 kilometres from 
Gadag town. 

Harti village’s gram panchayat 
has invested `11 lakh on its own to 
construct this park. 

The staff  saw some children play-
ing in the outskirts of  the village 
and many people expressed con-
cern that there is no park in this vil-
lage. Then the staff  did some re-
search on rural gardens but they 
found that construction of  such a 
park may cost more than their esti-
mation. Then, the staff  checked the 
most needed equipment for any 

park. Senior officials also helped 
them in getting the funds and the 
park is ready now. 

The park will be open for the pub-
lic from Monday. Children looked 
joyous and were raring to play in a 
park in their own village. 

The staff  has decided to get some 
more equipment in the next phase 
and make it a standard park sport-

ing all the facilities that parks in 
cities have. 

Villagers said: “We are happy to 
see a park in our village. We can 
now take our children there in the 
evening and they can play with sea-
saws, humpty climbers and others. 
We all thank our gram panchayat 
staff  for implementing the kids’ 
park idea on this Childrens’ Day. 
Children of  Harti village are eager-
ly waiting for the inauguration.”

Harti GP president Somaraddi 
Nadavur said, “Many a times, sev-
eral villagers had spoken about a 
park but a kids’ park was never 
mentioned. We thought of  having a 
kids’ park which is novel in the ru-
ral parts of  Gadag. Some villages 
have basketball pitch and other 
playgrounds but the idea of  such a 
full-fledged playspace for children 
came from Harti of  Gadag district. 
We have spent nearly `11 lakh and 
this park will be a model small 
budget space. We thank all villagers 
for their support.” 

CHILD AT WORK
A girl  student seen working near her house drying corn ahead of Children’s Day that is celebrated on November 14 every year to mark the birth 

anniversary of first Prime Minister of India Pandit Jawharlal Nehru. For many agricultural families across the state, children are the backbone as 
they help elders in farming works  I  D Hemanth  The valedictory event of the athletic Meet held in Gadag on November 9. KLE School 

in Gadag emerged champions of the event

The new children’s park at Harti  village near 
Gadag town, ready to be inaugurated

Six triathletes of Belagavi 
complete Ironman 70.3 in Goa
E X P R E SS  N E WS  S E R V I C E  @ Belagavi

AS many as six triathletes from Bela-
gavi including two women success-
fully completed the gruelling Iron-
man 70.3 held in Goa on Sunday.

The triathletes of  Belagavi com-
prise - Shanbhag Santosh, Halgekar 
Indrajeet, Hargude Rohan, Sun-
thankar Shreya and Shivalkar May-
ura (of  Venugram Cycling Club, Be-
lagavi) along with Dr Amit Pingat 
finished the Ironman 70.3 Goa. As 
many as 1,450 triathletes had partici-
pated in the Ironman 70.3 Goa, which 
was flagged off  at the Miramar beach 
in Panaji on Sunday morning.

The race included a stellar line-up 
of  seasoned and amateur triathletes 
from India and 33 countries. The 2022 
Ironman 70.3 Goa offers qualifying 
slots for the 2023 Ironman 70.3 World 
Championship and participants are 
required to complete a gruelling 1.9 
km open sea swim, 90 km cycling and 
21 km running.

Shanbhag Santosh clocked a time 
of  6:22:35, Halgekar Indrajeet – 7:56, 
Hargude Rohan – 7:55, Sunthankar
Shreya – 6:58, Shivalkar Mayura – 
7:29 and Dr Amit Pingat – 7:52. 
Shanbag had successfully completed 

the Ironman UK, Bolton England in 
July 2022 and the earlier Ironman, 
Langkawi Malaysia in 2017. He had 
also participated in the Ironman tria-
thlon event in Goa in 2019 and Iron-
man Sri Lanka in 2018.

Mayura Shivalkar and her son 
Megh had completed the Ironman 
Kazakhstan Nur-Sultan Ironman 
Triathlon. She has also completed 
the Ironman Colombo in February 
2018. Shreya Sunthankar had also 
successfully completed the Ironman 
Goa first edition.

Hargude Rohan in action while finishing 
Ironman 70.3 held in Goa on Sunday

Bus topples near 
Balaganur: 20 
passengers injured
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Gadag:

A  N W K R T C 
Bus  plying from 
Gadag to Bala-
ganur toppled 
as the driver re-
portedly lost 
control  near 
Balaganur of  
Gadag district. 
A total of  40 
p a s s e n g e r s 
were travelling 
in that bus and 
20 passengers 

got minor injuries. The locals and travellers 
helped the passengers to get out of  the bus.  A 
total of  20 passengers were shifted to GIMS. 
The incident occurred around 3.45 pm on 
Sunday. 

Some farmers of  Hirekoppa said: “We were 
working in our fields and heard a loud sound. 
We saw that the bus toppled and fell into the 
side of  a stream that has dried up. Passengers 
screamed for help. We rushed to the spot and 
shifted some passengers to GIMS using some 
vehicles that were passing by. Later, an ambu-
lance arrived and took the the remaining pas-
sengers to hospital”. Gadag Rural police have 
filed a case. 

Mysuru: Foresters have launched a combing operation to 
trace three cubs of a tigress which got killed after getting 
caught in a snare near Kabini in Antharasanthe forest 
range in Nagarahole Tiger Reserve.
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